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Pyrotechnics and Launchers Products
< Click here to view accessories>>>

15mm Single Shot Launcher
($29.50 each)

Launches a single 15mm
cartridge. Offers rugged
dependabifity and low price.

18mm Double Shot

Launcher ($37 cach)

Automatically re-cocks after the

first 15mm cartridge is fired,

allowing a second cartridge to be
~ quickly fired.
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Click here for a chart detaiiing the range of our
pyrotechnic products.




Congressional Report on Cormorant

It is indeed a pleasure for me to be here to tell
you about a program that really worked.

This program is of course Brevoort Lake in
2005. We received the go ahead from the USDA
and the program was on.

There were three meetings in March.

A Safety meeting.

How we were going to do the project.

A shooters meeting for the shooters to be
USDA agents. “Their was 21 in all”

The first thing that I wanted to do was to have
the three associations write letters to their
members letting them know that we had the
ok to do the cormorant program on our lake,
also to let them know what was going to
happen during our program. We also wanted
them to know that we needed donations to run
this program. We put donation cans through
out the community, and it was only short time
and the money started to come in.

In all we raised $5,612.11



day light, along with new cormorants coming
in from off the lake from some where else. We
pushed a lot of them off every day with a lot of
chasing, shooting Pyrotechnic and using shot
guns. There were five people working each end
of the lake every day for 33 days. Rain or
shine, high winds or not we were there. But
they just keep coming on and on. This
program continued like this for thirty three
days up to May 12* then we had to stop using
our shot guns. “After that it was all
pyrotechnic” I sold launcher to any of the
people that lived around the lake that would
help us, and furnished them the bangers to
them out of the cormorant control fund. For
two more weeks this went on. Then all at once
they left. It seamed that they have had enough
and the lake was ours again. There were no
more than five cormorant on the lake for the
rest of the year.

“We won the battle and they were gone”.

There was a work sheet that was filled out
each day by each person.

There were 1784 total hours of harassment.
The total number of shot gun shells used was
1,854, a total pyrotechnics used was 1400, and
a total number of cormorants killed 637. The
total recovered was 614. The total number of



community at large, and we had a current
balance of $1,634.12 to start the 2006
program

2006

Again our program started out with meetings
with the USDA and how we were to go about
doing the program again.

Again as soon as the ice went out, two days
later the cormorants started coming. There
was a different though the birds did not come
in to the lake like years pass. They was coming
mostly from the South east through the south
west. We had to change our program because
very few cormorants was coming in on either
of the Bays, and if they did it was only a fly by
to see if we were their. This meant that we had
to work the main part of the lake which was a
lot harder. It took a lot of time to figure out
how to get them to do what we wanted them to
do, which of course was to live the lake and
not come back. We had to use the spawning
reef to do any good at all.



9002 ‘1z Aenuged
18104 [UOlEN BYUlEMEIH
1abeuep weiboid seueys

nesseg onyo

$910Y e pakejd SJUBIOULIOD SABH

Asaysiy akejjepn axe pooraug ay; jo auldeq



Decline of the Brevoort Lake Walleye Fishery

Have Cormorants Played aRole? @~

Status of the Walleye Population

Brevoort Lake (4,230 acres) is the primary sport fishing destination for anglers seeking
warmwater species on the St. ignace District of the Hiawatha National Forest. It is a
moderately productive lake (total alkalinity 60-70 ppm, depth 30 ft) that supports a
diverse fish community. Public boat access is provided by the MDNR and Forest -
Service. Common species include smalimouth bass, northern pike, walleye, yellow
perch, rock bass and brown buillheads. Bluegill, black crappie, lake herring, bowfin and,
rarely, muskellunge also contribute to the fishery. Fish management records (MDNR)
indicate that walleye have been present in the lake since at least the late 1930’s but
were scarce prior to stocking that began during the late 1970’s. A very popular walleye
fishery developed by the early 1980’s.

Since the late 1980’s there has been a significant decline in abundance of walleye in
Brevoort Lake (Figure 1) despite construction of a 2000-ft spawning reef in 1984-85.
The reef was used heavily by spawning walleyes from the first year it was constructed
and has continued to be the primary spawning site for walleye through 2005. Egg
baskets placed on the reef during 1985-'90 found excellent egg to fry survival averaging
24.3 % (Table 1). Estimated fry production from the reef averaged about 1.6 million
annually during these years (Table 2).

Population estimates and age analysis in 1989 determined that 49% of the legal size
walleye in the lake resulted from natural reproduction that occurred during the first two
years the reef was in the lake (Table 3). There were no walleye stocked during these
years. This level of natural reproduction was believed to be adequate to maintain the
existing abundance of walleye, therefore stocking of fingerlings by the MDNR was
terminated after 1989. The population of spawning walleye remained above 5000
through 1991 but declined sharply thereafter to only 1200-1700 after 1996 While it is
tempting to conclude that this decline resulted primarily from termination of walleye
stocking there is evidence that this may not be the case.
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Bird droppings on the lower
chord member of the bridge.

Cormorants perching on the bridge. August 2005
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Green Island

2006 Statistics

Ground Nest 320
Tree Nest 450

Total Nesting Pairs 770
Or Total Cormorants 1540

Total Cormorants Harvested By Lethal Means
604 equals 39%

Leaving 71% of the Cormorants to return to
their home grounds.
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My name is Brian Harrison and I live in the Les Cheneaux area. As a long time resident 1
have many fond memories of growing up in this area. I am in my fifties now and many of
my memories revolve around activities our family enjoyed in the beautiful woods and
waters of this area. My father, Gene Harrison, now in his seventies, is a fisherman. To
any who know him this would bring a smile to their face for it is such an understatement.
Much of my childhood revolved around his great interest and so it was that we spent a fot
of time perch fishing in the Les Cheneaux Islands no matter what the season. What an
incredible fishery it was. I could tell you hours of fish stories but that is not the point of
this letter. My brother came to me in the early 1990°s with an idea for a business that |
got excited about as well. We opened a full line sporting goods business called The Great
Outdoors and I left the business I had shared with my father for many years which was a
logging and lumber business. The new business was good as many people were coming
to the Les Cheneaux area to enjoy the abundance of fish and wildlife and we rapidly
expanded our inventory. About this time we began to notice an increase in the amount of
a new visitor to our islands. It was the cormorant. Fishermen began to complain loudly
that they were eating the perch in unbelievable numbers. Many meetings were held and
representatives of state and federal government would politely listen to our plight but
would offer nothing in the way of solution or help. Finally it became obvious even to
them that our world class fishery had collapsed but they were still in denial over the
cause. Only after several more years of gathering data were they able to come to a
conclusion that we knew all along. These birds were the cause and only with a great
effort that would be an ongoing one would we be able to impact the cormorant population
here in a way that would allow our fishery to recover. In the meantime, however, the
impact on our local economy has been devastating. As the many families which
traditionally fished our area tired of coming so far to catch nothing they searched for
areas more productive and our economy crashed along with our fishery. My business
which supported three families fell on extremely hard times and my partner left the
business and then finally I had to let my employee go. I struggled for another year of little
to no business before closing the doors for good in the spring of 2005. While my
financial loss was great the damage to the area was not limited to me. Most of the many
resorts and several other businesses have gone the same route as L It can only be seen
now as a dying little community. Many efforts were made to entice other types of tourism
to the area but none ever amounted to anything of consequence let alone reach the level
of business our fishermen did. Now, much too late for me and my family, there is a
concerted effort to control these birds in our area and it seems to be having a measure of
success. The fishery seems to be rebounding quickly but too late for me. The only hope
for the recovery of the Les Cheneaux area is the continued control of these birds. They
have spread now to other areas adjacent to us such as the Brevort Lake fishery which was
developed through the tremendous effort of the local sportsmen. If they are not controlled
regionally they will suffer the same fate as the Les Cheneaux’s. Please do not sit on your
hands and allow this program to stop. The Eastern Upper Peninsula is a very
economically strapped area and the recovery of our fisheries is of great importance to us
economically. Please help us. Thank you for listening.

Sincerely, Brian Harrison
2359 E. Swede Rd, Cedarville, MI 49719
T '
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By Michael Veine —
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area lakes where they wreaked havoc
elsewhere.

“North, Big and Little
Manistique Lakes along with Mille-
coquins Lake once had great walleye
and perch fisheries, but since cor-
morants moved in, those fish species
are now in short supply. Harassing
the birds is certainly not the solution,
in my opinion, killing them is.”

Working for the DNR, Carl
Terharr led a study on cormorant
depredation of sport fish in the Les
Cheneaux Islands. John Duncan
assisted Terharr in the study by hunt-
ing down cormorants and collecting
their stomach contents. The contents

predators. They typically feed in an
area until the prey fish are depleted,
then they move on to decimate
another fishery. They can eat just
about any sized fish too. We once
found a 20” northern pike in one’s
gut.” Duncan went on to say, “Due
to very poor perch fishing these days

- most anglers have given up on the

Les Cheneaux Islands area. There
are only a few diehards left trying to
eke out a few fish from those cor-
morant infested waters. The once
thriving fishery used to draw in lots
of tourism, but not any more.
Businesses that depended on fishing
have been devastated as a result.”

instance, Crow Island once was a
beautiful gem, now it’s so disgusting
that nothing but cormorants exist
there. Some people have suggested
that raccoons or pigs should be let
loose on the rookeries, but those
islands are so polluted, that I doubt
that even pigs could survive there.”
The DNR is planning to oil 15%
of the cormorant eggs on the Les
Cheneaux Islands this year in an
effort to slow down their overpopu-
lation of the area. This effort certain-
ly won’t hurt, but most anglers
believe that it’s too little, too late and
besides it will cost the DNR plenty
to administer. A liberal hunting sea-

Cormorants have shown up by the thousands aloni the Great Lakes and have decimated many sport
fisheries with their voracious appetites for game fish. Michael Veine photo.
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April 16, 2007

Northern Properties of Drummond Island, Inc.
29507 E. Channel Road
Drummond Island, M1 49726

To Whom It May Concern:

Please continue to support the seasonal culling of the Cormorant population
here on Drummond Island during the spawning season.

We are a vacation rental home management company that is dependant on
tourism, and since the Cormorant program began a few years ago, we have
seen a continuous increase in our revenue due to “good fishing”’
approximately 25% in the past two years. This is a direct result of the
increase in our fish population, primarily Walleye and Perch.

We employ one person and support six part-time persons with our business.
Your consideration in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

' . .
~ : ¥

;7%(‘: ‘," i 'K,i// Z: : _

Arﬁy Béiley, President o Michael A. Bailey, Vice President
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7/ Drummond Island Yacht Haven, Inc.

“.E v %}‘ P.O. Box 148, 33185 S. Water Street
: ¥ S ; Drummond Island, Michigan 49726
MARINA & RESORT Phone (906 493-5232
Fax (906] 493-5229

www.yachthaven.com

vachthaven@northernwav.net

April 16, 2007

To whom it may concern:

Re: Cormorant Control

This letter is to express our concern toward the issue of controlling Cormorants. We are
in favor of controlling the Cormorant in order to protect sport fishing in the Drummond
Island area.

We are in the resort business which relies heavily on fishing tourism to help us remain
profitable. We have noticed business increase toward past levels since the controlling

programs began. We hope that these programs will continue into the future to help the
Drummond Island area fishing return to its past reputation as a sportsman’s paradise.

You can count on us to support any programs which will continue to improve the fishing
in the Drummond area specially the Potagannissing bay. Please feel free to contact us
with any questions or if we may be of any help towards the preservation of the Cormorant
control programs.

Sincerely,

S hwrio i

G. Dennis Bailey



PO, Box 213
Drummond island, M1 49726
Prone (506) 493-6650
Fax (906) 453-6612
www.drimmondproperty.com
April 19, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:

Re: Double Crested Cormorant Management

Fishing is a major reason for many people to vacation on Drummond Island and the Cormorant
Management Program appears to be working as the perch fishing has continued to improve since its
implementation. The spring and fall perch run increases our tourist season and is economically
important to the people of Drummond Island. The continuation of this program is vitally important
to the continued increase in the numbers of fish in our bays. As a business that depends on tourist
I urge you to continue this program.

Thank You,

Sincerely,

» /
N2 fy&u 4
Vacation Real Estate




DRUMMOND ISLAND REALTY

DRUMMOND ISLAND, MICHIGAN 49726
Theila Bailey Gagliardi, Broker

of the >
k. f __‘HWOH’ ! Phone: 9046.493-5230 Email: drislreclty@northernway.net
}'-“‘gq s orfn 4 Fax: 906-493-5208 Web: drummondistand-realfy.com

April 19, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

The Drummond Island Sportsman’s Club and the Federal Wildlife Service through the
Cormorant Harassment Program have made great strides in controlling the cormorant
population. In the last two years the perch population has increased. The spring and fall
perch runs historically are very important to the length of our tourist season.

Fishing has always been a major reason people come up to Drummond Island and
Potagannissing Bay. We need to do everything to protect our fisheries.

Sincerely,

Theila Bailey Gagliardi
Broker/Owner

BUSINESS PROPERTIES C COTTAGES REAL ESTATE BROKER ISLANDS e SHORE LOTS




DRUMMOND ISLAND
SPORTSMAN CLUB

Aprit 15, 2007

To Whom it May Concem:

in regards to the Cormorant control program that has been implemented by the USFWS, the
Drummond Istand Sportsman Club would like to extend our support and appreciation.

During the last decade the local population of the Double Crested Cormorants has exploded, With the
fesutting decimation of the Yellow Perch fishery the economy of the Island and the surrounding
communities has been severely impacted.

Due certainly in part to the PRDO enacted by the USFWS we have seen a great improvement in
fishing success and in our local and tourist fishermen's satisfaction.

As an organization and personally | have received no complaints regarding the Cormorant control
efforts. In fact | have heard many comments related to the positive effects and also to the professional
manner in which the PRDO has so far been put into practice.

The continuing work on this endeavor is vital, both economically and culturally we need a healthy
fishery in order to sustain a viable community.

Sincerely,

James Bailey 1t
President
Drummond Island Sportsman Club




11752 N Elk Lake Road
Williamsburg, Ml 49690
April 9, 2007

To Whom It May Concem:
RE: My letter of February 2, 2002

In February, 2002, I wrote to the Environmental Impact Study of the US Fish and
Wildlife Service about the lack of perch in the bays of Drummond Island due to
immense predation by the Double Crested Cormorant. Five years later [ am about
as excited as a 69 year old grandfather can get that I am going to be able to take
my 8 year old grandsons perch fishing and be able to get enough perch for a good
old fashioned Drummond Island perch fry with homemade coleslaw and French
fries. It doesn’t get any better than this. But we cannot relax.

The big ugly eating machines are still out there. [ still believe there should be
some effort in the fall to control these birds. The perch are still spawning in the
boat wells and around docks instead of in the open bays where the cormorants
feast on them. Ospreys, bald eagles and loons all eat fish but they are a joy to
watch and do not consume 1 to 5 pounds of fish a day. Hopefully these birds can
be controlled and even your grand children can catch a mess of keepers.

Sincerely,
John F. Ostlund

Enclosed: Copy of 2002 letter




96183
43F WHITNEY BAY
DRUMMOND 1S., MI 49726

FORT DRUMMOND MARINE & RESORT

“506) 493-5471 or 5359

March 14, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

The Federal Wildlife Services Cormorant Harrassment Program that is being used on Drummond
Island is definitely working. The cormorants are kept away from the primary spawning areas
during the spawning period. The federal program has been in effect for three years and will run
for two more years before the funding ends.

I sincerely hope that the State of Michigan can continue this program because it is a very vital part
of our tourist industry. I have been involved in the tourist indurstry for thirty-eight years. We have
lost a month of tourism in the spring (May) and a month in the fall {September) due to the decline
in the spring and fall perch runs. When you have a tourist fishing season of five months and loose
two months, that is a very serious loss of revenue.

The decline in fishing was directly related to the massive population explosion of the cormorants.
Fishing started declining as the cormorants increased to the point that catching a single perch was

a rare experience.

Since the Federal program has been in effect the numbers of perch caught have been steadily increasing
and we are just starting to see some decent catches in the spring and fall.

Sincerely,

Blaine A. Tischer
Fort Drummond Marine & Resort

COTTAGES, STORE, BOATS
MOTORS, MECHANIC, DOCKAGE,

BOAT STORAGE
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HIAWATHA

S PORTS MAN)S C Lu B RR #1, BOX 9A, ENGADINE, MICHIGAN 49827

Tele: 906-477-6592 Fax: 906-477-6008

January 9, 2002

Division of Migratory Bird Management
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4401 N. Fairfax Dr., Room €34
Arlington, VA 22203

Re: Proposed Cormorant Management

Dear Sir or Madam:

I recently attended your public meeting in Mackinaw City and felt
compelled to address this issue further. I was pleased that the
(proposed action) was identified sc¢ that my comments could be
better directed. I believe the Environmental Impact Statement
was well written but I do not understand how anyone reading it
could come to the conclusion that Alternative D: Public Resource
Depredation Order is any thing more that a short term fix. Any
species that is protected from predation and has suitable habitat
will over populate and any recommendation from the Fish and
Wildlife Service should include a sustainable long term
management plan.

I am the manacer of ithe Hiawatha Sportsman's Club in Engadine
Michigan. ©Our 35,0C0 acre club with 1,200 members is located on
the northern most shores of Lake Michigan in the Upper Peninsula.
We also border on a 1,000 acre inland lake called Millecoquins
Lake and most of the Millecoquins River and its’ tributaries.

For the last 75 years this system of streams, rivers and lakes
have provided our membership with some wonderful fishing
opportunities. Starting back in 1957 the Hiawatha Sportsman's
Club built three earthen dams on these streams and subseguently
planted them with trcut. This practice continues today. Several
years ago we started to see the cormorants coming in from Lake
Michigan. Shortly after that we notice a sharp decline in trout
being caught from ocur ponds. Next the cormorants found
Millecoguins Laks and the once abunaant perch and bluegill
populations became nearly impossible to find.

Hiawatha Land! Thirty-five thousand acres of forests, spring-fed lakes, streams and winding trails.
This is the dreat North, land of the bear, whitetails and wild brooks. This is sportsman’s country!



contradicts ethic of hunting for use and might not be widely
accepted.” Have your ever heard of anyone excited about sitting
down for a nice plateful of coot, merganser, crow, woodchuck or
skunk. Half of the ducks hunted during any given year are nearly
inedible. The only true negative is the emotional aspect. The
Audubon society and other similar group would have to struggle
with the reality of hunters harvesting a bird they once help
protect.

Once upon a time the cormorant needed help to survive. Today the
cormorant is thriving and the Fish and Wildlife Service should
take credit for it, call the “save the cormorant™ project a
wonderful success and start managing cormorants like other
migratory birds that have stable populations. When ducks, geese,
woodceck, deer, bear, turkeys, elk, rabbits, skunks, raccoons,
crows or any other species become over populated we raise bag
limits. Why should the cormorants be any different? Is the fear
that hunters might eradicate the species? I do not believe the
cormorant is in any more danger of being hunted into extinction
then skunks, crows or porcupines. The cormorant is a very smart
and fast bird and even with a hunting season it will probably be
necessary to issue depredation permits and use localized control.

To summarize my thoughts, the action needed to bring cormorants
into harmony with the rest c¢f the environment is:

1. Implement Regicnal Population Reduction
2. Localize management to the state level similar to ducks and
geese
3. Open a liberal spring hunting season
4. Increase depredation permits to areas with acute problems
,-’} )
Thank you, —
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Lester Livermore, Manager

Cc: Bart Stupak, United States Congressmen
Scott Shackleton, State Representative
Walter North, State Senator
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Sunday, June 25, 2006

Cormorant takeover

Beaver Island
swamped with

fish-feasting birds

BEAVER ISLAND, Mich. (AP)

- Thousands of cormorants have
returned to the Beaver Island
archipelago in northemn Lake
Michigan, but the migratory birds
aren’t getting a very warm recep-
tion from the island chain’s human

Cormorants visit Beaver Island

annually to feast on fish and cray-
fish. Each of the large, black, div-
ing and swimming birds consumes
between 1 and 1 % pounds of food
daily.
- The first few arrived in April. By
midsummer, the islands will host an
estimated 60,000 cormorants, in-
cluding newiy hatched offspring,
the Petoskey News-Review recent-
ly reported. Most will stay through
mid-November.

Jeff Powers, president of the
Beaver Island Wildlife Club, said
the islands have the largest concen-
tration of cormorants in the Great
Lakes.

* About 550 people inhabit the is-
lands year-round, while that figure
| climbs to 2,500 or more during the
summer. Many locals blame the is-

Here is one of the northern Bea

5 g
L3

ver Islands where trees

have been denuded by droppings of dou-

ble-crested cormorants. Hundreds of the migrant birds can been seen as small dots on the surface

of the island. (AP photo)

land chain’s dearth of small mouth
bass on the rise of the cormorants,
but some biologists say there is no
direct connection.

The birds’ acidic droppings de-
nude trees and bushes and create an
environment that state Rep. Kevin

Elsenheimer, R-Bellaire, recently
described as resembling a **virtual

The House version of the next
state budget includes $150,000 to
help federal and tribal agencies con-
trol the birds, but the Senate version

does not.

About a dozen members of the
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa
and Chippewa Indians who live on
the island and fish off its shores
have offered to help control the cor-
morants.

- - ara h |}
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From: <tombronz@hughes.net>
To: <luckytwo@up.net>
Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2007 7:59 AM

Subject: cormorants

History of cormorant harassment efforts on Manistique Lakes.

Began spring of 2000 after meetings with DNR & USF&WS

--Total of 46 volunteers for both lakes(identification card required)
--Daily/weekly reports to DNR required

--Total effort summarized and reported to DNR,community and others as
required

--Have not been able to find copy of detailed report on hours, number

of birds, gas consumed

--Hundreds(some estimates of 1000's) of birds on lakes thru spring and
summer

--Focus on not allowing them to nest

2002 thru 2005 harassment efforts continue on both lakes

Depredation permit from USDA Wildlife Services in 2002 for Norton
Island on South Manistique Lake after owner documented loss of trees.
Vegetation and trees on Gull Island in Big Manistique Lake are 3/4 gone
but unable to determine ownership. It is believed it belongs to the

state.

--Depredation permit for South Lake renewed each year

--Big Lake volunteers continue to harass only each spring.

--Most efforts from shortly after ice out to May 15 (harass only

after)

--300 to 500 birds daily on each lake

--Limited shooting on south lake appears to push birds to big lake
--$200 shells + noise makers donated by Curtis Chamber of Commerce and
others

--Each lake has 10-15 volunteers attempting to have some on lake every
day

--Estimate 700 + man hours on each lake

--Estimate 900 to 1100 gallons of gasoline used on each lake

2006 both lakes allowed to harass and use limited lethal means to keep
birds off lakes.

--30 volunteers for both lakes with 6 approved to use lethal methods
each lake

--Noise makers provided by USDA

--$500 in shells provided by Curtis Chamber of Commerce, businesses &
others

Treklooo cuo Lt L] . o~



-- Saw fewest amounts of birds since harassment efforts started
--Some days with no birds

--Big lake average 25 to 200 birds per sighting

--South lake 50 to 100

--Less than 50 birds killed

Unable to get good estimate on loss of tourist business due to lack of

fish in the lakes. The DNR conducted net surveys of all 3 lakes(North
Manistique Lake, Big Manistique Lake, South Manistique Lake) and has
developed a stocking plan. Recent creel surveys have shown improvements
in fishing which should result in tourism improvements. It is critical

that these efforts continue and be expanded to other areas. If the

cormorant population was controlled the costs for government agencies
and private groups could be eliminated.

Page 2 of 2
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The Daily Press, Escanaba

Rob Hammon | Daily Press

Double crested cormorants, ltke the one shown above, have greatly increased in population in the
last 20 years. The DNR says the elimination of pesticides like DDT, which cleaned up the Great

Lakes, may have been one of the contnbuting factors in the poputation explosion. f

Population boom

Cormorants numbers grow over decades

Rob Hamilton
m'ws@dailypress net

ESCANABA — Don Shirley
frequently enjoyed snorkeling in
Little Bay de Noc near his lake-
front home in Ford River Town-
ship. But when thousands of dou-
ble crested cormorants began nest-
ing on a rocky shoal about a mile
mmv hie eninvahle activity began

or worries about them becoming
too abundant.”

Human beings were the biggest
cause of cormorant population
decline as chemical contamina-

tion, especially DDT, a pesticide

used by farmers, was prevalent in
the Great Lakes and affected the
birds’ food supply in the 1940s
through the 1960s. The fish-eat-
ing birds at the top of the food

10} SJun.II'IU[Sp.Ium ;Ev‘ iy

iry in which farmers raised catfish in

~ the southem states, he said.

“Once our waters began to clean
up, they increased their population
dramatically, Albright said.
“Many of them are going to these
catfish farms in the winter time,
and are causing a lot of damage
down there. These birds have this
great source of nutrition on both
winter grounds and summer
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Contact Julie Vanderwall at (920) 431-8222 or jvanderw@greenbaypressgazette.com M Green Bay Press-Gazette W
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The cormorant colony on Cat Island in lower Green Bay grew last year despite the shooting of 436 birds as part of a two-yea
analysis. The island was home to about 4,000 breeding aduits at the end of surmmer. Sarah Meadows/Special to the Press-Gazette

Cormorant study fuels the fir

“It’s just gomg to prove
we've been saying all alc
we’'ve got to control
birds,” Henrich said.

UW researchers will try
termine whether corme
eat enough perch to preve
robust numbers of your
hatched in 2003 and 200-
reaching a fishable size
will be plugged into a cor
model developed from :
perch data collected on
Bay over the last 25 years.

Dan Thomas of Elmhwm
president of the Great
Sport Fishing Council

Anglers press
for reduction;
experts unsure

BY KEVIN NAZE
Press-Gazette coespondent

Are cormorants a victim of
perception, or are they a con-
servation effort gone out of con-
trol?
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Ms. Rebecca A. Humphries, Director

Department of Natural Resources

P.O.Box 30028 April 25, 2006
Lansing, M1 49829

Dear Ms. Humphries,

The double crested cormorant normally returns to our Upper Peninsula waters in the last couple
days of March or the first days of April. This is mid April and their arrival is just beginning in their
normal numbers. Persons returning from the Southland during the first week of April observed a mass ¢
cormorants as they passed an Ilinois lake. Did they pause to take advantage of a plentiful source of fish
food? Perhaps remembering the scarcity of food in U.P. waters when they departed the U.P. in late
October, 2005. This shortage is attested to if conditions observed on a reef off of No-See-Um Creek, that
housed some 6,000 cormorants at the end of the hatching season in 2005, and which scarcity likely
prevailed across all U.P. waters. Adult regurgitation to feed their young observed on this reef at the
beginning of the hatching was 100% alewife, except for a 16” sucker. Observed near the end of the
hatching was 40 % alewife and 60 % round goby, the latter considered a food in desperation. Yellow
perch, smelt, suckers etc. were no where to be had; they were eaten by the cormorants several years
previous.

A second situation of cormorant devastation is a person living on shore at Big Bay deNoc’s Van’s
Harbor reiterates that prior to the cormorant invasion some 50-75 boats would fish perch each year in
their spring run. In the past five years not boat one has appeared.

The USDA Wildlife Service during the summer of 2005 completed their assessment of the
cormorant population between Manistique and west to Cedar River, conservatively tallying some 26,000
birds that reportedly each eat one Ib.of fish per day. The Wildlife Service is charged with keeping
numbers in control and they plan a population reduction this coming summer season 2006. The Wildlife
Service looks to the MICHIGAN DNR to advise them of the condition of the fishery. Has the DNR done
this? Most people say no!

On October 21, 2005 Rep. Tom Casperson, etal. convened a meeting held here in Escanaba on the
subject of cormorants. The only DNR person represented (Raymond Rustem of Lansing office Wildlife
Division) gave a report on the history of the cormorant in Michigan. Not one word referred to the
condition of the fishery; nor were there any local DNR fishery people present, from whom the local
conditions should have been given. Viewing cormorant feeding and the fish they are currently eating is a
good starting point. Many believe the local DNR fishery is not fulfilling their obligation and
responsibility.

When the Cormorant population is better controlled, should we give thought to raising yellow
perch in the existing walleye rearing ponds and stock our bays to aid their return? The aquatic food that
the mass of cormorants feed on could well serve the food need of the walleye, salmon and other large
game fish, leaving what the latter eat to replenish the fishery. Cormorants are not known to serve any
good except to be represented in our environment,

Sincerely,

Mich. Rep. Tom Casperson

C Dan Dot Qéucnnl.



‘!"&é Mr. Robert E, Schmeling
& 1900 3rd Ave. S

Ar. William E. Moritz, Chief "’ Rpp [scanaba, MI 49829
Wildlife Division

Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 30028

Mansing, MI 48909-7528

Dear Mr. Moritz: June 22, 2006

A This is in reply to your letter to me dated May 16, 2006 with regards to the Double Crested
Cormorant and their influence on the fisheries of upper Lake Michigan.
In the third paragraph of your reference letter you state that the local MDNR Fisheries Biologist
provnded information demonstrating no cormorant impact on the sport fishery in the Bays de Noc
location.

This may be true for those walleye, lake trout, northern pike and chinook salmen that inhabit the
deeper waters of the Bays de Noc. I seriously question the local biologist when it comes to the shallower
waters where the smaller fish (perch, etc.) would habitat, that presently only the round goby and alewife
are mainly present. Yellow perch and smelt, including their spring spawning runs have been absent for
several years in the shallower waters. Perch and smelt are thought to be the cormorant’s first choice of
food. We now find what population is left of these two species is in the deeper waters where the
cormorant’s extra effort to feed don’t meet their appetite. For the past 3-4 years the cormorants are
known to feed chiefly on inland waters as Lake Michigan waters are void of their needed food, except the
alewife and round goby.

The local fish biologists tend to claim that the larger game fish (walleye, etc.) are consuming all the
perch and smelt. Indeed, they may be taking a share. But why allow the cormorants to exist in such great
numbers and take a significant amount of the perch, smelt and other game fish, that could be added to
the fishery of the Bays de Noc.

The USDA Wildlife Service inventoried in their “flyover” between Manistique and Cedar River a
conservative 26,000 cormorants at the end of the cormorants stay here in 2005. A simple computation of
fish taken by the cormorants equals over 6,000,000 pounds, a very significant amount, computed as
follows: Length of cormorant stay in the north = 214 days. Using a number of 15,000 adult birds at the
beginning of their stay with an added 11,000 after the hatch:

15,000 x 76 days x 1 pound of fish = 1,140,000#

15,000 x 49 days x 4 pounds of fish = 2,940,000#

26,000 x 89 days x 1 pound of fish = 2,314,000

Total = 6,394,000 #

This does not include what they destroy and leave at their feeding sites that fishermen have
observed, floating on the water surface.

There have been two general meetings held here in Escanaba on the cormorant subject over the
past year. Rumors had it that the local head biologist was requested by his superiors not to attend. The
group in attendance was hoping to get an insight into the condition of the fishery, which did not happen.
At the second meeting your Raymond Rustem gave a paper on the history of the cormorant in Michigan,
but no imput on the current fishery status. Is there an explanation for the DNR taking this position?

We acknowledge that there are other serious influences on the fishery in the presence of the
alewife, round goby, rusty crayfish, ruffe, water fleas and the two mussels, with no feasible remedy. The

ormorant can be reached and the need for their reduction is thought to be significant by a multitude of
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‘Outdoor wishes for 2007

e

.
i i

Daily Press file photo
The cormorant has plagued the Lake Michigan shoreline, causin» the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to implement several control measures, including oiling €g¢ds and shooting flocks.

~ Let’s deal with cormorants, aquatic nuisance species
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More than 1,000 cormorants infest the White Shoal they invade and take possession of the lighthouses.
Lighthouse located about 20 miles west of the Mack- The photographer, John Wagner, has published a
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“For the last year and a half, there’s
been néthing but doom and gloom
about this river,” said Rick Hayes, an
organizer of the Freeland Walleye
Festival, “This is one of the best suc-
cess storfes the Michigan fisheries

havehad. ‘
orand Rapids police monitored
anti-war protests, chief says
GRAND RAPIDS — When opposi-
tion to the war in Irag began to
mount last year, ¢ity police sent un-
dercover officers to anti-war meet-
ings and rallies, collecting intelli-
gence about the aims of activists, the
department’s chief confirmed.
Grand Rapids Police Chief Harry
Dolan said the.officers were sent after
police received information activists
planned unlawful measures, such as
blocking traffic on a downtown
Grand Rapids street.

P tion of Detroitmafia dra
toa dose with case against boss
DETROIT — Thefederal govern-

ment’spmecuﬁonofthearea’smgfﬁa, |

which began with FBI
meetingsin the late 1970s, has drawn
toa close along with the case agdinst a
mob boss. ,

Jack W. Tocco, the convicted leader
of Detroit’s La Cosa Nostra, paid
$950,000 this month to settle up finan-
~ially with the governient. And fed-

al prosecutors decided not to press
:0r more prison time, The Detroit
News reported Monday.

“It has been a long ordeal for every-
one involved, and we are all pleased
that it is apparently over,” said Jim
Bellanca Jr., dan attorney for the con-
victed Grosse Pointe Park mobster,

Compiled by Neil Stitwell from AP reports.

Lottery numbers

DETROIT (AP)— Here are the
winning numbers selected SUNDAY
in the Michigan State Lottery: Mid-
day Daily 3, 434; Midday Daily 4, 80-
1-1; Daily 8,6-92; Daily 4, 7-2-3-0; Roll
Down, 2-10-28-26.30; Keno, 3, 4,12, 14,
25,38,39, 44, 47, 48, 53, 55, 60, 61, 62, 63,
64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 70. SATURDAY: Mid-
day Daily 3, 8-3-8; Midday Daily 4, 4-1-
76; Daily 3,2-88; Daily 4,985%5; Roll
Down, 1-3-15-24.29; WinFall, 51215
16-34-37;, Keno, 4,5,7,10,11, 15, 19,26,
30, 38, 41, 46, 48, 50, 55, 58, 61, 85, 88, 70,
74, T7. FRIDAY: Midday Daily 3, 1-1-6;
Midday Daily 4, 0-7.04; Daily 3, 7-50;
“ily 4, 96-14; Roll Down, 10-16-19-25-
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ters; rollingliked colibine as they

eagerly feast on the perch, then
swarm baek over each other and
make asecond run to take what they
missed the first time. N
An adult cormorant eats an aver-
age of one and a quarter pounds of

fish a day, and 4 fledgling takes just4 -

to 6 weeks after hatching before it
consumes as much as an adult.

Experts say that during the spring
and summer nesting season, there
are more than 100,000 cormorants in
the area from west of the Mackinac
Bridge to Drummeond Island in the
east, with thousands more on North-
ern Michigan lakes.

Larry Meier of Houghton Lake, a
private citizen and acknowledged
expert who has led the charge
against the cormorant, said Fielder’s
conclusion represented the first
time the scientific community had
confirmed the role of the cormorant
in the devastation of the fisheries of
the region.

Butchko, backed by a $125,000
grant from Congress for cormorant
management and another $75,000
from government sources for moni-
toring equipment, outlined his plan
to reduce the cormorant population
in the area firom 15,000 1o 2,000 birds
within six to 10 years, assuming
Congress continues to fund the ef-
fort.

Butchko said he will direct an ef-
fort this summer to kill 15 percent or
more of the adult birds, and, with the
assistanceof volunteers working un-
der his authority, to spray the
porous eggs of the nesting birds with
corn oil, a control method used else-
where with a 90 percent successrate.

Thegoal will be to reduce the birds’
rate of reproduction from 100 per-
cent to 10 percent,

R s e e
thelighthouses. it becomes not only:

. problem with their messing with his-
toric preservation, but there's a health
issue as well,” he said.

*So there's more than just a fisheries is-
sue here; there’s a very, very large issue
when it comes down to historic preser-
vation of offshore lighthouses where
these birds have invaded and taken
possessionof them. it's another dimen-
sion to this problem.”

Asked how he intended to kill the
adult birds, Butchko said only he
would take measures established by
the federal guidelines.

“We will be makingup much of the
program as we go along. Gur goal is
to reduce the cormorant foraging in
the Les Cheneaux areaas a means of
improving the yellow perch fish-
ery,” he'said. “This is the ground ze-
ro of the cormorant.” '

He ruled out setting bounties on
the bird as unworkable and firmly

discouraged illegal taking.

Butchko described the effort as a
pilot program, the first of its kind in
North Anieriea to control the cor-

morant in an environment like Les

Cheneaux and one he wants to pre-

sent as a model for other states

whichdon'thave funding for similar

programs,

“T'd rather have a small success we
can learn from than a wide-spread
flop,” he said. “The whole rest of
North America would like to be in

- your shoes tonight. You're Iucky to

‘have Congressional help.”

Butchko's plan follows a “public
resources depredation order” of the
USDA’s Wildlife Service last fall that
allows local, state and federal agen-
cies flexibility in the control of dou-
ble-crested cormorants to protect
public resources such as fisheries.

Wal-Mart part of Charlevoix agenda

CHARLEVOIX —It will bea day of
discussion in Charlevoix as a triple
header schedule of meetings will cov-
er everything from Wal-Mart to who
might occupy the old post office
building.

Meetings will begin at 5:30 p.m. to- ‘

day at the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Acacia conference/training room,
109 Bridge Park Dr.

First up is a special meeting of the
Charlevoix City Council. The council
plans to discuss proceeding with a
photogrammetric mapping project
this spring. Ayres Associates, which
would handle the program, would
place necessary targets and do relat-
ed field work as soon as possible,

The city’s contract, if signed

L2 SRR VL RSP L S Y

area.
The council is also exploring the

 possibility of Charlevoix Tos D

participating in the project, which
would require the township to share

half of the cost for coverage of its ju-

risdiction. In that case the city’s cost
would be reduced to $37,429.

- Immediately following the special

meeting, the city council with hold a
special joint meeting with the Down-
town Development Authority. On the
agenda of discussion items is the
chamber’s request to acquire the old
post office building, which is nowbe-
ing used for city offices. The chamber
had previously asked to purchase the
building from the city for $1.

The third meeting, immediately
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By JOE BOOMGAARD
Ludington Daily News Staff Writer
Posted 1/8/2006

Pete Butchko is a cormorant’s worst eneny.

mmammmmmmmmmmm
mmmmmmmmm&mmm
Great Lakes basin.

mm,spmasmduns@@ammmmwmm,mme
mdmmmmwmmmwmmm
controlling the bird, which he said have “expanded 1,000-fold since the 1970s.”

Auqeamrwmmdmmamummmwrwmsmmem
between the Michigan DNR and the USDA, but relies on funding, Buichko said.

mrmmsmmmmwmmmrmmwmm'm
the {Lake Michigan) basin team will move forward” with cormorant contyol in Ludington this year.
Rozich and Butchko’s staffers inventoried the nesting site last summer.

‘Maepeouewammmanwemm...mmmbemofﬂmem,”
Butchko said.

The USDA, with the help of local partners, has several projects throughout the state that aim to
mmmmmmmmmnsmmmmm
have suffered because of heavy predation by cormorants.

The measures, he said, take a combined lethal and harassing approach. One project in the Les
Cheneaux Islands in northem Lake Huron has combined oiling the eggs of ground-nesting
cormorants with limited shooting. At the site in 2006, Butchko said he’s seen a 56 percent
reduction in the nesting population of cormorants since 2002.

In that time, evidence has shown some positive fisheries changes, although some of the
predictions might be premature, he said.

“We dont want to dedare victory too soon,” Butchko said.

The Michigan legistature promised $150,000 to help cormorant control efforts statewide if the
federal government matches the funds.

In all, 5,400 of the more than 67,000 cormorants were kifled last year, acoording to Bulchko's
data. That program and the non-lethal programs were made possible by $200,000 in federal
funding, he said.



